Princeton University 


Libraries 

One Washington Road 
Princeton, New Jersey 08544-2098 


Dec. 3, 1991 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

It's now many months ago that John 
Kleeberg, on seeing these two short notes on 
Colonial and state paper, suggested that I send 
them to you. I am rather embarrassed to do so, 
since they depend so totally on information 
taken from your work that a simple footnote citing 
you hardly seems like adequate acknowledgment. 

But I do so chiefly to show how useful your work 
has been to us here! 

I wonder where more can be learned about 
Coram (who I gather interests Richard Doty as 
well). Would one find portraits by him hanging in 
South Carolina museums? He seems to have come out 
of the nowhere with his talent, and I wondered if 
he might not be a foundling from the Coram Foun- 
dation in London, which was patronized by the 
painter Benjamin West among others, and which had 
the habit of naming its foundlings after bene- 
factors. But inquiries (rather tentative) at the 
Foundation itself last year got no results. 

I would be grateful for any corrections or 
observations you might have. 


Sincerely yours, 



(Mrs.) Brooks Levy 

Curator of Coins 

Princeton University Library 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mrs. Brooks Levy December 9, 1991 

Curator of Numismatics 

Princeton University Library 

One Washington Road 

Princeton, NJ 08544-2098 

Dear Mrs. Levy: 

It is always pleasant to hear that some of my writing has been 
of use to others. You inguiry of December 3, 1991 points to the 
extent of further research needed on eighteenth century artists 
who designed American currency. 

I presume your notes have already been published but if not 
a few minor changes are suggested in the enclosed interlineated 
pages . 

As to Thomas Corasm I know nothing more. I wonder if any 
book, pamphlet or newspaper printed in South Carolina in his period 
contains any of his work. There could be mast heads, insignia or 
ornaments, signed or unsigned. Did he engrave any silverware ? 
Perhaps South Carolina historians know more such as Roy Pennel (a 
numismatist) . 

We have a copper plate for currency engraved by Peter 
Maverick. I had thought he worked in New York. Did he live or 
work in New Jersey ? I would be interested in that information. 

I will be glad to try to help you at any time on anything in 
our mutual field, ^^d^no^getto ANS except for meetings so my 
residence' tel ephon^^mHm^^H or my of are 

available if writing is inconvenient. 


Holiday greetings, 


Eric P. Newman 



Princeton University 


Libraries 

One Washington Road 
Princeton, New Jersey 08544-2098 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 
Missouri 63105 


Dec. 16, 1991 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for your kind and helpful response to my letter. 

My short notes on Durand and Coram are already in print; I wish 
they were not, so that I could take advantage of your generously 
imparted knowledge, in order to improve their accuracy. I think 
my worst error was to cite the 2nd edition of your book; the 
Princeton Library does not yet have the third, and I shall put 
in an order for it as soon as I have mailed this to you! 

You queried the adjective "infamous," applied to Continental 
currency. It was meant as a reference to the common phrase, 

"not worth a Continental." As to calling the Mavericks "New 
Jersey engravers," that is based on the book of Stephen DeWitt 
Stephens, The Maver ick s , Amer ic an Engraver s (New Brunswick, 1950). 
Stephens describes Peter Maverick as living and working in Newark 
from 1809 to 1820, and his inventory of Maverick productions con- 
tains about the same number for New Jersey as New York. I guess I 
called him a "New Jersey engraver" because I was writing for a 
largely Princeton audience. 

Again my thanks for your letter and my best wishes for 1,992 . 


Yours sincerely. 


g 


u- ©— c t o 



Brooks Levy 


November 17, 1992 


Brooks Levy 

Princeton University Libraries 
One Washington Road 
Princeton, NJ 08544-2098 


Dear Brooks: 

Thank you for following up on the coin illustration matter. 
Your exhibition must have stimulated many bibliophiles. 

I suggest that the next time you are at the ANS library that 
you ask for the following American Books: 

Eckfeldt & DuBois: The 1849 supplement to 1842 edition of 
A Manual of Gold and Silver Coins (probably bound together) 

The 1850 edition entitled New Varieties of Gold . and Silver- 
Coins etc. in which the coins on the covers and on a plate 
or so are embossed. 

Snowden , Mint Manual of Coins of All Nations (1860) 

Nehemial Ordway, American Bond Detector (1869) 

In the foreign field there are many which I do not have, but I do 
have these: 

Martin & Trubner (London 1863) Cover & Plates embossed 
Fleissbach (Leipzig 1853) 

Ludwig Fort (Leipzig 1853) 2 vols. Nueste Munzkunde 
(also combined into 1 vol.) 

It is not clear how these fantastic embossments still shine 
brightly on some of the gold and silver coin illustrations. 

It was so nice talking to you in Washington and I hope our 
paths cross more often. I am glad the coin illustration topic 
intrigues both of us. 

Cordially, 



Eric P. Newman 


Princeton University 


Libraries 

One Washington Road 
Princeton, New Jersey 08544-2098 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 

6540 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Nov. 12, 1992 


Dear Eric (I hope I may call you that), 

I enjoyed talking to you at the Washington symposium on 
Nov. 9, and I was particularly interested to hear that you are 
thinking about a meeting on the subject of 19th century numismatic 
publications and illustrations. That is an old interest of mine 
(in a very amateur way), as evidence of which I enclose the label 
copy for a small exhibition of numismatic books put on in Princeton 
last year; it was titled "Illustrating Money." I send it particu- 
larly because it includes the Humphreys book I was asking you 
about; you were able to tell me so much about publications of this 
type, and Humphreys' was the only one I had ever seen. After what 
I learned from you, I will ask Frank Campbell about ANS holdings 
next time I am there. 


With best wishes. 


Dh.vo^ L 

Brooks Levy 
Curator of Coins 



Dr. James A. Haxby 

c/o Krause Publications 

700 E. State St., I o 1 a W I 54990 


Oct. 26, 1993 


Dear Dr. Haxby: I couldn't find this note, received by us as a 
gift, in your catalogue. It is white with all-black printing; 

I think there’s nothing on the back, but it was glued onto a piece 
of stiff card (when already worn, crumpled, and torn), so I 
can't be quite sure. The word after PRINCETON seems to be BANK, 
but as you see there's a hole there. I'd be grateful for any 
information. 


Yours truly. 


Dr. Brooks Levy 

Curator of Coins 

Dept, of Special Collections 

Princeton University Library 

Princeton, NJ 08544 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Colin Bruce July 6, 1994 

Krause Publications 
700 East State St. 

Iola , WI 54990 


Dear Colin: 

Brooks Levy is a friend I am glad to help and you may send a 
copy of this reply to her if you wish. I have never heard of the 
note. It is not listed in George Wait's book on New Jersey's 

Money. . _ , 

Haxby's books did not include scrip issues as you know, only 

bank issues. 

I cannot be sure of the 1832 date but suggest soaking the bill 
off the card with room temperature water. 

During the Panic of 1837 many private merchants issued scrip 
because of a shortage of change. The denomination of 12^ cents was 
routine because it represented one real. This scrip was drawn on 
a bank because the New Jersey banks were not allowed to issue low 

denomination notes. . 

I am sure Thomas White is in the Princeton N.J. directory or 

records and the date could be better determined from his activity. 

Maybe he issued the note in 1832. 

I hope I have been helpful. 


Sincerely , 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


We need the following Krause books for the library: 

Russ Rulau Discovering America: The Coin Col le cting Connection 
Russ Rulau US Tokens 1700-1900 

Oakes & Schwartz Standard Guide to Small-S ize U . S . Paper Money 
Krause/Mischler Standard Catalog o f World Coins, 22nd Editio n 


Thanks again for your cooperation. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Colin Bruce July 6, 1994 

Krause Publications 
700 East State St. 

Iola , WI 54990 


Dear Colin: 

Brooks Levy is a friend I am glad to help and you may send a 
copy of this reply to her if you wish. I have never heard of the 
note. It is not listed in George Wait's book on New Jersey's 
Money . 

Haxby's books did not include scrip issues as you know, only 
bank issues. 

I cannot be sure of the 1832 date but suggest soaking the bill 
off the card with room temperature water. 

During the Panic of 1837 many private merchants issued scrip 
because of a shortage of change. The denomination of 12^ cents was 
routine because it represented one real. This scrip was drawn on 
a bank because the New Jersey banks were not allowed to issue low 
denomination notes. 

I am sure Thomas White is in the Princeton N.J. directory or 
records and the date could be better determined from his activity. 
Maybe he issued the note in 1832. 

I hope I have been helpful. 
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